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In March 1948, ths Soviet General Staff, in a meeting attended by Molotov
and other directors of Soviet foreign policy. exanined anew certaln aspecis
of Soviet political and naval policy in the Mediterranean. The General
Staff enumerated the reasons why it was becoming increasingly necessary

to acquire bases in the Mediterransan at any cost and launched an ®annual
plan® for the realization of this objective. AL this date, the Kremlin
was already aware of the Yusoslew crisic and the pogsibility of Tito's > ¢
defection. The polnts examined were as followss '

2. JYuroslavia: To nmake every effort == political, diplomatic, and , -t
revolutionary =- to prevent Yugoslavia and its ports, especially :
Kotor and Fiume, from escaping from the Soviet orbit. In case of
extrems necessity, to endeaver to liberate Kotor from the "Trotskyite
Belgrade Government, fovoring novements in Hontenegro %o achieve an
autononous Montenemin republic sz 2 menus of controlling Xotor. f
This action should be gynchronized with an analagous developnent :
in Macedonia.

b, Albania? At any cost, to prevent Albania from reaching an accord
wish Yugoslavia and leaving the Soviet sphere of actlion, The
Albanian naval and oir bases, while deficient and modest in come
parison with those of Yugoslavia, will be the sole strategle points
for controlling the central Mediterranean. )

co 1faly:s To direct the elections in Italy by obtaining Gommunist 1
control of the peninsula. :

d. Igalian colonies: To favor the return to Italy of the former Italian
colonies in Africa (such as Libya) in order %o prevent the establishment
of an Allied military foothold and in order to have the opporiunity %o
control them in case of a Bommunisf advent in Italy.
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e. Palestipe: To watch the Palestine situstion and %0 Thver 3.5‘@@. erises
in order to have mn opportunity %o split the Areb system amd %¢ profit
from the poesibility of em officis)l (Ualted Batione) installation of
Sovies forces. Secondly, %o create bonds with the government of the
State of Isreel snd to fawor Commnist and pro-Soviet groups (Hebyrow
Commnist Party, Stern Gang, Syndicelista).

" £, lLohonon: To intensify Communist propaganda ia Lebanon in order to

eatablish in that Arab state, which alone ie susceptible of belng
Communized (through the large Ohristlan elomemnt), a pro-Soviet Commmnist
government which would pernit the control of Mediterranean ports.

.8 Qresge: To increase action in Gresce, either by alding Herkos or by

intensifying Commmnist action in the interlor.

h. Surkew: Po intensify Commmist penstration of Furkey and the
neighboring areas (Armenias, Kurdisten).

4. Egzypt: To imcrease the political end xzenophoblc eriels 1a Beypt.

At the end of August 1948, the situation in regard %o the polnts ezamined

in March was the subject of & new ezamination. The source of {nfornation
concerning this meebing is 2 person in Bulgaria vhose background is politieal
rether than militery asd who ig reported to belong to circles close %o '
Dimitrov. The following outline of Soviet policy is bazeed on his deducdions
and opinmion but it follows Faragraph 1, abaove, sufficiently closely to have
a semblance of accuracty:

8. Tucoslexias To seek to eliminete Tito. Eecondly, to stlr up ths

Yugogley people against the Belgrade Governmens, either by Gominform
propagenda or by aiding disgider? movementa or by ineiting the minozity.
Then action in Macedcnle to take Mocsdonia awsy from Belgrade, setbting
wp an sutoacmous republic ellled o Sofia. Action in Hontenegro, with
the object of gaining control of Eotor. Ald aleo %o the anti-Communiat
nationalist movemenss in Yugoslavia (Chetnike, Fruzeed, etc.) in order
to wesken Tito. Inciting of the nop-Serblan minorities (Albaniem,
Pulgarian, Fumgerian, Italian); erouaing of the d4ssident movements

41n Montenegro, Dalmatia, Veresia Givlia, Masedonis, Kosovo=llotolija,
Panst. Economit sancilons against Belzrade. Finally, creation of a
locelized conflict (with Albenla or Bulgaria) in order to be able %o
intervene lawfully ageinst "Pito the Agressor®, oven with the ald of
the United Nations.

. Albania: To intensify the control of and o increase the wmilitary )
potential of Albania, indispenseble for its naval and air basos agained’
ths Weet and as a land base for Markos. To use Albania as a polnt of
friction with Belgrade (Montenegro, Kosovo-Hetolija, Macedonia).

c. Macedonip: To insist on this gector in order %o obtain a corridor
betwesn Albenia and Bulgarie, Cominform control of the Vardar Vallay,
aad s border with Greocoe. :

d. Xtaly: To intensify political action in Xtaly, changing the gystems
end methodd. To incresse military control in Italy, which remaing
tho prime and only efficient base for the Anglo-Americans in the
Hediterranssn. )

e. Igalisn coloples: To impedo in diplomstic circles eny golution of
the Italian colony problem which would permit enjablishment of Anglo=
American bases, either Ny oppoeing an integral, subonomist, and ZOnu-—
phoble solution or by astion in the United Natlons. ’

Polestine. on the Jeuish gldes Not at any cosbt to permit the gituation
in Palestine to be resoived perfectly. To compel Israel to leen oz the
USSR in internationsl circles. To faver anti-Semitism in the world. To
convince the goveramens of Tel Aviv that only Moscow ¢an aid i%. To

create crises between Iarascl and tho United States. To increase Jewisch

Commumist activity.
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2. Polestine. on the Arab slég: Po vse the Paleostine crisis %o discredid
the policy of tha Avab Lozguve end of Avebk naticneliem allied to Toudon.
and &0 #im af the rofugees snd the prolstarian mass {Syria, Bavpb.
Lehenon) in order te spread the idea that only Gonmuniem apd Soviaed
Ruegls sre able %o £id the Arsb pecple. '

h. Greege: To roconstrust the Harkos sroy sn Albania end not Yo asgleot
subveroive Commmist astlon in Gwsece, sueh as in the CGreeck islanidn
of ihe eastera Mediierransal.

1t is evideny that, whiis some westera sircles paintain $hat the fuburs
Soviet forse, political and militery, zaould concentrate on tue oblectives —
Germany sni the Far Bas’ — the USSR regards she Mediterranesn as the crusliel
polnt in the wesiern siiantion. Alse, in the Tield of pavel sbrabesy. Soviet
orientesion shows that the northern sens (Baitic snd North Sea) are coamidered
from only the defensive polnt of view and that the effort of Hosecow iw aimed
ab overcoming the Dardanelles, passing in%c the Mediterrancen ab whebsver coet
(Albanis end Gresco dirsctly; Palesbine end Lobanon 1ndsrectly), and noubral-
izing poesible Sngle-fmericen bases (itallen colonies, Isaly, Greese, Berot)e
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